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an orgy of speech-making. One curbstone orator addressing a crowd 
in the Nevsky said : " We must get rid of the Stunners and the 
Golitisins and the Protopopoffs. The people need bread ; they cannot 
work without it." He was interrupted by cries of " Down with the 
War ! " whereupon he replied : " No, the war must go on. Remember 
the blood of our brothers and sons must not be spilt for nothing. The 
thing to do is to get rid of the Government." In these words, thinks Mr. 
Marcosson, the speaker revealed one of the principal reasons why the 
revolution succeeded. " A costly human sacrifice had been laid upon 
the altar of war, and the people were determined that this sacrifice 
should not be in vain." Another condition was the absence of vodka. 
" Indeed, it is quite evident that when the Czar signed the decree for 
the prohibition of liquor at the beginning of the war, he likewise 
signed the death-warrant of the Romanoffs." 

Certain crucial moments are described briefly indeed, but with a 
certain dramatic effectiveness, — the abdication of the Czar, the volun- 
tary surrender of the hated and once powerful Protopopoff to an armed 
civilian, Kerensky throwing himself between the arch-traitor Souk- 
homlinoff and the enraged crowd in the Duma; the same Kerensky 
leaping upon a table and by a fervent speech swaying the Council of 
Workmen's and Soldiers'- Delegates to the side of the provisional 
Government. Picturesque details, too, are by no means lacking, — as 
for example the story of a Boy Scout not above ten years of age who 
with a large Browning pistol in his hand authoritatively led a squad 
from one of the Guard's regiments to the capture of two policemen. 

The. general state of the public mind after the successful con- 
summation of the revolution, and the troublous days that followed — 
days during which the demands of labor became crazily exorbitant, 
discipline was relaxed in the army, and it was nip and tuck between 
order and anarchy — are described in a manner sufficiently clear and 
impressive. 

There follows a chapter containing sketches of the revolution- 
makers, the men who are for the most part the leaders of Russia today 
— Prince George Lvoff, Gutchkoff, Milyukoff, Rodzianko, Konovaloff, 
and others — all rather intimately written. From these accounts one 
receives a strong and very reassuring impression of character, states- 
manship, and a business efficiency quite of the American type. Most 
interesting of all, perhaps, and most fully amplified is the character- 
portrait of Alexander Kerensky. 

There are deficiencies in the book: for example, every one would 
like to know more about the origin and constitution of the Council of 
Workmen's and Soldiers' Delegates. But considering the brief time 
that has elapsed since the Revolution, the book is on the whole surpris- 
ingly adequate in extent of information and in analysis of facts. 



A World in Ferment. By Nicholas Murray Butler. New York : 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1917. 

There is real eloquence in Dr. Butler's addresses to his countrymen 
upon the larger aspects of the war, an eloquence that is not merely 
powerful exhortation, but inspiration. Without any shrinking from 
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grim facts and without any flamboyance of emotional or self -laudatory 
patriotism, the author makes one see a better future for the world 
as something real and tangible and within reasonable expectation, and 
he sets forth the part that this country is to play in helping on the 
coming of a new and better order, with a clearness and sanity that 
makes national duty seem near and feasible and attractive. 

Among the themes with which Dr. Butler deals are: the precise 
lessons that America out of her experience may teach to war-chastened 
Europe ; just what it may mean to this country to be a " world-Power " 
under the new order of things ; just how an intense, home-loving and 
justice-loving patriotism may be conjoined with a broad and unselfish 
internationalism. Dr. Butler points out that this country has done 
many things disinterestedly and well, and that she may therefore urge, 
with propriety, certain moral principles upon the world; he shows, 
however, that our nation is still in process of building, and that the 
true problem is that of " the integration of America about those 
great fundamental principles which the very name America brings to 
our minds and which the flag stirs to expression on every lip." He 
gives full and convincing expression to the vitally important thought 
that " the higher preparedness " requires Americans to learn to think 
internationally. 

Books of this sort commonly deal with generalities, with what to 
the unthinking may seem truisms. It is undeniable that Dr. Butler's 
book outlines no definite programme, but does emphasize the right 
truths in the right way and at the right time, and there is hardly 
another book about the war through which Americans may see so 
inspiring a vision of the future. 



